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Group Show of Fourteen Chinese Contemporary Artists
SingTao Daily, January 20, 2009

Under elaborated arrangement of Nancy Nan, the art director in Eli Klein Fine Art,
displayed works are separately installed on the ground floor and underground according
to artists’ ages and subjects. In the main space of the first floor, most works were created
by elder artists who focus on political or historical subjects, including Luo Qing, who
firstly present his works in New York. The artist conveys a sense of struggle and
desperation as he depicts himself and others in seemingly frightening and hopeless
situations. While the artist Liu Bolin reflects on the issue of individuality in a country still
striving to recover from the Cultural Revolution by carefully fusing both subjects and
backgrounds, challenging boundaries between subject and environment.

Also contemplating post-Cultural Revolution China are the Luo Brothers with their bright
colors, symbols of western culture and use of traditional Chinese medium, lacquer, to
display the clashing sensibilities of modern China and the superficiality of replacing
spirituality with materialism.

The sculpture Ma Han uses mixed media, including rice - the commonly consumed cereal
of Chinese people, fiberglass, and porcelain to explore the rapid expansion of Chinese
cities and chaos that comes in hand.

A must-see piece of work is Earth, 84 5/8 x 137 3/4 inches, one of the hugest oil
paintings created by artist Li Tianyuan in 2008. Although the painting looks anarchic
congestion, the gallery owner thinks highly of it due to its internal tension.

Besides, the most eye catching work placed near the gallery window is Fan Xiaoyan’s
Sculpture No.3. Imitating the figures of robots or man-made human beings in Japanese
animation and cosmic books, by combining flesh and metal, the artist reflects the
inflation of feminism in China, the worship to sex power, and the focus to technological
advancement from the human race

The works placed on the lower ground of the gallery are mostly created by the young
generation who do not experience political transformations such as the Cultural
Revolution. ArtsitsWang Zhijie, Kong Weimeng, through their use of animated cartoon
figures to express the trends of thought of the new generation.

Other participated artist includes Zhang Hui, Yang Mian, Yan Yineng, Wu Gaozhong, He
Jian, and Zeng Jianyong.

The group show lasts from January 15" to March 2" in the Eli Klein Fine Art gallery, the
address is 462 West Broadway, New York, NY

For more information please contact 1-212-255-4388
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