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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ma Bing: Drifting Serenely
December 17 — January 30, 2009

Eli Klein Fine Art is proud to present the first solo exhibition in New York of Ma Bing, whose
masterful paintings provide striking and nostalgic views of Beijing.

In Ma Bing’s new works, a fresh approach to painting is presented by the layering of various media -
including oil, acrylic, pastel, charcoal, pencil, and tea - on the surface of the canvas. The interplay
between subtle shifts in tone and refined line drawing that permeate the work are reminiscent of
traditional Chinese ink and wash paintings. He integrates this classic Chinese style with Western oil
painting.

Ma Bing’s diverse array of subjects, all painted in his distinctive style, present the artist’s fond
recollections of Beijing. He is deeply inspired by the traditional architecture which he encounters
throughout the city. Providing more than just depictions of the city, Ma Bing’s paintings imbue their
subjects with sensuality. Through his skillful rendering, subdued palate, and sensitivity to landscape,
Ma Bing invokes the memories of those places he frequents and makes the city come to life.

The tumultuous era of China’s Cultural Revolution has been replaced with a new age of rapid
industrialization resulting in a stark change in the city’s architecture. Rather than focus on these
profound changes, Ma Bing omits the crowded thoroughfares of contemporary Beijing to focus
attention on those ancient details of the city-- stone lions, stone bridges, and arched gateways. Ma
Bing often invites women and cats into the world he creates on canvas, endowing them with

metaphorical meaning.

As the famous Chinese critique, Li Xianting, aptly states,

Ma Bing’s paintings have a suspended mood, drifting along a deep corridor between the ancient past and
modern society; the Forbidden City, Shichahai’s Silver Ingot Bridge and ancient drum towers that have been
preserved and are now part of the modern landscape. Ma Bing’s feelings are like the scenes he paints; the cat
that walks along the enclosed moat, the person falling into Houhai Lake, and the cat under the pedicab’s tires...
between real and imagined history, like the suspense of a scene in which one thing happens after another.

Ma Bing was born in Hebei Province, earning his Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Lu Xun Academy
of Fine Art and his Master of Fine Arts from the Central Academy of Fine Art in Beijing. Over the
past six years, Ma Bing has lived in both New York and Beijing. His art has been exhibited
numerous times in the museums of Beijing including the National Art Museum of China, the Today
Art Museum, and the China Military Museum. The exhibition will be on view at Eli Klein Fine Art
from December 17, 2009 through January 30, 2010. The artist will be present at the private reception

on December 17",
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BRI
114 %%“ »
LR N

20094 12 H 17 H% 201041 A 30 H

24 AR 2 S B 5 U G R 1 i 2 B A5 2 LN 1 i X —— 1
VKAER LA N B .

LUK it A K 22 b A 2 2 B AR WA (1t —— R R e R IR R HTE A
AR YLD 2 R BT R . (R WIS ARG SO 2 18] I R e B T WS B AE Al b, i
H R e 27 10 7 s 0 1 )T R A\ 95 7 (1 9 1 2 T

HURAE S AR T8, R ZORFA NIt A g A A o L2 AL get 3
PITRR A Ao S UK R 2z AN 2l (R4 2, SE R S IR G 3 FE 8. E )
TR R NSRRI T RS 2R A AT Ly, SRR DRSO XU R A
Ly pKme 1At i 28 e 7 (A2, JF BAES T W A A g o

H ] S i (1 78 LR 53 45 e A ATk T S 3R S SR (KB I AR . UK ANETE R
TBAER LR A s b, RN T A ARSI IE, R R SR ARG T
Py st B TR A b I 40T, A A HBET15E . IR A SRR IR A BERTO IS S O 2
ABATTe 0 ANUA AR 2 B DI 045 2 ] T PR 2R, A I 17 AT D2l i 7

IEMZESEREFT UL “ Sk — 287 (g, EE A ACHIEACAL S R B I 1) E i
FESRAEIN . AR BENT oI Leut B 2 A R W b, ES KR A8 2% [ At e i w2 #6977 Ik
TR b A, BRI AR N =R ERe R IA-e AE DU SEARIAR R g S 2 o)y s b A A
F B T R e 7

DK AR I, M TERFERBLBEARL, ERRFERFEGIRG THRARM L. Al N
e, AR R A S AR AR RO T B E R SERIE . A H AR E
WItf . XA 12 1 17 HA 2010 4F 1 F) 30 RS SEAAm R . SREA
NoE2s HELE 12 7 17 HIFAN B R 4.


mailto:info@EKfineart.com

ELI KLEIN FINE ART

462 West Broadway, New York, NY 10012 Tel: 212.255.4388 Fax: 212.255.4316 info@EKfineart.com www.EKfineart.com

NSRRI AR T, 35 5 e &R (212) 255-4388 2k info@EKfineart.com.



mailto:info@EKfineart.com

