o
1

AR = GREEWWICH TIME

Calder exhibit
and films at Bruce

hipric Maostro Piasss, n.i., Color IRbograph by Alexaniker
Caldar [1838-19T8)

The Bruce Museum will hold a three-part Wednesday
morning filin series, “Alexander Calder: Artist and Print-
maker” that cxamines the life and work of the artist and
the art of printmaking in conjunction with the Broce's up-
eoming exhibition, "Alexander Calder: Printmaker,” which
apens on Cot. 31

The first film in the series, " Alexander Caldeor - Amers-
can Masters Serfes,” (= a &l-minnte presentation at 1030
nmon Nov. 4. The series continues at 10:30 a.m. on 50V, 18
with two films — ~ Calder’s Clrens” (18 minutes) and
“mMobile by Alexander Calder" (24 minutes) — which
focuses on some of theartist's better known sculptural
'.l.'-|_1|_'ll'_~i.

The series wraps up at 10:30 a.m. on Dec. 9 with an excla-
sivie screening of the PBS documentary film “All About
Prifnte,” n 58-minute exploration of the art of printmaking
from the perspective of influential curators. collectors,
dealers, printmakers and artists.

Shot in high-definition video insfde museum print rooms
at print fairs, galleries and print workshops throughout
America and Europe, the film looks into the collaborative
nature of printmaking, the democratic character of multi-
ples and the roots of the art form.

*Alexcander Calder: Printmaker” will be on view throogh
Jan, 5. Organized by the Bruce Musewm, the exhibition
brings together 28 original Calder prints. Comprised of lit-
erary illustrations, poster designs, studies related to sculp-
tures and paintings, and ostensibly independent composi-
tions, the artist's prints intersect with his more famous
works while also providing nsight into his working process.
Photographs of the artist at work ane also incleded.

Film screenings take place in the Broce Museum's
Bantle Lectire Gallery, and the serfes i= free of charge with
museum admission. Coffes and discussion follow each
sCrening.

The Bruce Museum is located at 1 Muzeum Drive,
General admission is $7 for adults, $6 for seniors and stu-
dents, and free for children under five and members. Ad-
misston is free to all on Tuesdays. For information. call the
Bruce at 33-865-0376 or go to www, hrocemiseum. org.
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New exhibit at Bruce Museum focuses on artist's prints

s impossible to think about Alexandes
Calder without visualizing one of his grace-
ful abatract mobiles. We know about his
imposing. stabiles, his witty “Cingue
Calder.” But bevond his three-dimen-
aronal sculptural imventions, the art-
ist was prolific producing paintings,
jewelry, tapestries, theater sets and
costumes. architecoeral {nteriors,
wallpaper and prints. With a life-
long . inberest in printmaking, he
created hundreds of eichings and
lithagraphic prints throughout his
long coreer.

The Bruce Museim's new exhibi-
non, “Alexander Calder Printemak.
er,  brings together 28 of his prints,
along vwith walercolor paintings and
severnl small’ pieces of sculpture. It
opens Szmrdsy, Oct, 31 and
runs throogh Jan. 31, 2000,
Rohin Garr, the Broce's
director of education,
andl - pucsl cumior. Jodi
Roberts, Pl conds-
date, WYL Institute of
Fine Ams,  organieed
ihe show, It highlights
Calder™s  invalvement
in printmaking  pro-
cesses mnd proficsency
in printing rechnbgoes.
Included are works
from the museum’s
codbeetinn and |osms
from other instito-
tions, galleries and
individuals,

Cilder’s  prints
display o degree
of savlistic and iconographic
continudty, but they served
diverse porposes. Comprised
of litcrary illustrations, poster
desagns, stibies related o
sculptures and’ paintings, and
astensibly independent com-
Fu.'l:-.i:iu.nh, the amist’s pd'in.ln
intersect with his more famous
preces while slso providing in-
stght imbo his warking process
and extri-nrishc foncems,

Bom in 1898 in a seburb of
Philadelphia o o fomily of an-
=is, Calder spend the maponity
of his childhood in Pasndena,
Calif. He received a degree in
miechanical enginecnng Hom
Mew Jersey's Stevens Institute of Technology in 1919, but by 1922
he hod abandonsd this carly career path, Insteasd, Calder enmolled =
the Art Students League of New York in 1923, where he took classes
in etching and lithography. To sappor kimseli while living in Mew
York City, Culder worked os an illustrator for the Mational Police
Gazene, producing lively skeiches of local entertainment and sports
events for the mogorine. The sparse lines and sense of spomianeity
thai chammctenize his commencin] llustrations find echoes in Colder’s
earliest prints, several of which are included m the exhibitron

Calder picked up his study of printmaking after moving 1o Pans
m 1926, There, he met members of the early 20th century avant-
parde, including Joan Mird, Fernand Léger, Marcel Duchamp and
Pt Mondman, whose work Influepced Calder’s own jourmey into
abstract sculpiure. He also met British artist Stanley Willizm Hay-
ter, widely considered to be ope of the most infloentinl printmakers
of the 2ith century. The musewm s show kighlights the mutual ex-
chenge and lasting friendship enjoyed by both astists with its inclu-
sion of three Calder prins that issued from an edition cresled by
Hayter"s stisdio.

Calder returned 1o the United States m 1933, He lived in Rox-
biary, Conn., bt retained strong thes to the Parision o world, While

b, A Grint Chalienges a
Lyon® from “Fables,” 1931,
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“Abe Ritecolf,” 1974, lithogragph,

he wak stll in his 40e, & mdd-
cunser retrospective of the Mu-
seum of Modermn A im 1943

Bruce Musaum Callection © 2003 :
cemented his sfaus as nn Br-
Calder Foundaticn: Deliwe, “Wosi is1 of imtermational stature. In
- 1952, he represented the Unibed
Masstro Pleasa,” [ithograph, B Stues o1 the Venice Biennale,
- e whene he won the grand prize
Klean Fane A, New York, @ 2008 por coipenre, Soon |h1:n:ﬁcr.
Calter Foundstion. be noguued o bome in Sache,

France, and began ipending i
great part of the year working
abroad.

A Cabder's profetsional rep-
uation took ofin the late "4i0s
and "S5k, so did his production
of prints. Muasses of lithographs
based on lis gopache paintings
hit the market, and deluxe edi-
tions of plays, poems, wnd short
siories llustrated with fine art
prints by Calder became avail-
ahle for sale. Visitors will find
ample examples of Calder’s
late print work in this exhibi-
Lhiit,

The role of printmaking in
an artist's caresr ks olten coni-
plicated, mmising guestions of an image's function, inended mudi-
ence and authenticity, “Alexander Calder; Printmaker” nifers the
opportunity for an in-depth exploration of his partcular bady ol
work and an snalysis of larger issues surrounding the production.
use and distribution of fine ar prints,

The Brece Museum, | Museum Dirive, Greenwich, 15 open Tues-
day-Sunday. Admission is 57 adulis, 56 seniors and students, free
for members and children under 5, Admizssion is free to all on Toes-
days; exhabition tours aré Fridays ar 12:30 p.m. For more informia-
tion, call (203 849-0376, or vist wiww brscemusenum, org.
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" EXHIBIT: Calder

~ prints on display
- at Bruce Museum.

Think Alexander Calder and you think mobiles,
kinetle sculpture, But Calder as printmaker?
Not too much Is known about the prints created
by Calder throughout his career, which Is why
the Bruce Museum in Greenwich ls presenting
the exhibition “Alexander Calder: Printmaker,”
on view through Jan. 31, Page 3
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2 guys frdm Stzgfoi'd playing it up in N.Y.

SQUIER MUSICAL OPENS IN BROOKLYN

BLOOM ADAPTS, DIRECTS TIMELESS TALE

By Christing Hennessy
SLAFF WRITER

When hewas o litle boy, Jeremy Blodn
ot one of his Pirst testes of” performing on
wiage by playing o Munchkin in s production
of “The Wiznrd of Oz

“Oiné of the guintessantial roles,” of an
up-and-comiing actor, he sabl while Inighing
during & recent interviow,

That, and other early ocpariences,
cinchod the M-year-ald's balief thad a 1ifo i
theaior was whare he wanted to bho.

“Intrinsically, | muess, | was led {0 01," the
Stnmiord native, who s pletired on tha
oover, sakl.

An he got oldeér, ho continued to porform,
partielpating in productions with the Sum:
met Thaater of MNew Canaan, Curtain Gall
Incs's children’s progrimms and, later, i the

Arlisl Alexander Colder,
balow, I8 best-known lof
ls mabiles and kinstic
sculphmre. A new exhibi
gt the Bruos Museum
exphares ihe artist ag &
printmaker, Al right is one
ol the prnis & he exfhit,
“L'Abgle (The Esgle], &
color lithograph

CORETRERR T AT

dramn projeram ot Stamford High Schoal.

After hi= high school gradiuntion bn 5,
Hioom headed off (o Morthwestorn Unival
ty in Evanstom, 111, to study English nng
performance studies, hewing alrondy attand
il 0 summer program there during his
juesbor year, He gradustod o 2007 and moved
o Mo Yokt City, There, he his sincs worked
o aboid n dozen productiens, tnelsding tha
epera, ~Laucin di Lammermoos,"” thint ogeened
the Metropaliton Opern's $007-08 ssason
clirected by his former professar and Cha
Tooy Awnrd-winning Mary Zimmerman,
wham he considers A meniorn,

Hao mlso s directed and wiitien severad
panrd-winning ploye including *The Wondy
Comple." a story about & skydivers gueal (o
wirf @ pecnrd for this longest il fasteat finee

Flesan sos YOLIRGE on 4

By Chrlatina Honnesay
BLLFF WiiTER

1115 the mid-1560s in Brooklym, ... amd
two strugeling comilcs hope a piformagsce
ot tebovErbon's most popular variety show
will pive them thelr big bonic, Bat they soom
learn that fame comes with a price.

For the next two weeks, thelr story wlil
pley out &5 the Brookbym-based Gallery
Flayers presents “Top ol the Hedagp,” & mos-
il by Stnmford mesident Willkam Sdquber,
who winte thi bool and Tvrics, and Jefrey
Laodin, who wrote the musle, Both hive
callabarwied an other muskcals, including “A
Humifred Yoars Into the Heart,™

"1t stnrfed out as an exerciss to see i wa
pauld come ap with i muskeal oquivalEnt o
thee Hove dramas thoy had on elevisbon in the
Lo, Squder gaid of "Top of the Heap"

“We wore going For that genss of hofght-
ensd nturalism,” b addisd
The musical had (= Orst Ml staging at
Stamford's Curtain Call in 2004 before gojng
on booa runat the Splrit of Brosdway The-
ater i Norwich and other stages. Since then,
it s recatbved sevaral asvarids and s
performed af the New York Musical Theontir
Festival in 2007, for which If recetved the
EMrector’s Cholod Award
It is simged as a show within a show, as
the story revolves around & Lve broadenst of
A populsr televising show, which &lso
pemied “Top of the Heap™
This ks the fret big. full produetion that
in happening (o Mew York Clty,™ Squier =aid
“It's (o oo with all the bells and whistles"
Tl sheoror riiis throtigh Now 1561 the
Plaasn aaa "TOP ond
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prints

enliven
the Bruce

By Abby Lubry
CORREGHHDENT

Think Alexander Caldsr amd you think mobiles, kinetic
sculpture, But Calder as prinimaker?

Mot too much {8 known about the prints craated by
Calder ihroughout his carser, which ls why the Bruce
Mussum 15 presenting the sxhibition * Alexander Calder:;
Printmaker,” on view through Jan. 51

As it tarns out Coldor (1688-1976), e many other mrt-
i=ts of the 30th century, used the printmaking process as
another wehicle for creative expression. The new oxhibit
inclwmiles 28 prints thet are Merary listrations, poster
dosigns nnd sculpiurnl studies

Mo ong has explored his printmaking in depth, which Is
the focus of the show,” sald Robin Gorr, director of edisca-
Lo @mf thie Hithoe Musiun and curator of fhie axiillt

*To

e oy hslpe, thare has never becn an oxbdhil dovoled o
Caldor's printa.” Calder lsarned printmaking in 1923 whan
hie wais in tho Art Stuidonts Leagie of Mew York and where
e also earnsd llustrating. :

He got a job as illustrator for the Matdonal Police
Cimirtio, & publication covering ool entortninment and
aporting ovents. Caldor coiild spontansously skisteh o soond
or sUlisct uaing simplde Lines ane forma that would later
hetomin his shighabure styiis

Whan Childer mioved b Paris in 1858, he coaipled his
itistrntion talents with his printimaking ekills to widely
distribute his work. The lvrienl guality of many of {hese
wirks can be seen ih his sculptures

L the show, the Hihographs “Musle” and “Spirals"
are unmistalmbly Calder, with his biomorphle forms in
primary colers, and although they are two-diménsional
pleces, they are anything but static. Redolent of his wired
sculpiures are eartoons YLyon”™ and “Santa,” which {5 from
o partiolio book created for & play by E.E. Cummings

YWhan Calder won the grand prize in sculpture af
the 1863 Yenlce Belnnale, he rocketed to fame “He was
approached by dealers from printmaking studios abood
making prints from his gauche studies, which 1s one way
hie worked out his sculptural ideas,” Garr sald.

Calder. ns an internatiopaliy celebrated nriist,
undersiood that prints of his work would be lucrative
“Printmaking vwas a way for artists (o moke money and
1t was the baslts of the whols artist industry,” Garr sald
Lok mf Andy Warhol as an artist and a businessman with
hils Warhol Factory, or Ruboens with his approntices. Artists
are business people and I they are [ucky enough (o bo
suctessful, they can contingoe {o make art.”

Flegse me CALDEA on 4
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